Field Trip Etiquette – Points to Consider When Going Mineral Collecting
1. Your field trip leader has obtained permission from the land owners for the field trip.  All rules established by the owner, through the field trip leader must be obeyed. Those rules are there either for own safety or because the owners have set certain limits.  The owners have the right to set any rules they like and if we wish to collect there, then we are bound to obey them or we could lose the right to collect there.
2. Go  prepared! If you have the proper tools, take them.  If you’re a new member, talk to the trip leader or other long time club members.  They will likely have extra of some tools.

3. Use all your tools in the manner in which they were designed for.  For example the pick on a geologists hammer was not meant to hammer with.
4. Wear safety glasses when using hammers and cold chisels or when using a sledge on rock.  Be aware of others in the area who may be hit with splinters.
5. Wear a safety hat when required and don’t work under or near quarry walls.  Be aware of the potential for falling loose rock.
6. Do wear steel toed boots.  It may save your toes from a bad injury form rolling big rocks around (or cuts from sharp quartz fragments)  Boots that tie around your ankles give better support than shoes when you are scrambling over loose rock.

7. Leather gloves will protect your hands when handling quartz, (which tends to have very sharp edges).  They also help to protect your knuckles etc. if you miss your chisel with your hammer.

8. Get help when you are trying to move large heavy rocks.  You might avoid pinched fingers or toes or even a rupture.  Don’t undermine large rocks.  It could roll into the hole on top of you and spoil your day.

9. Don’t throw rock and be aware of someone working on a slope below you

10. VERY important!!! What you carry into a collecting site…carry back.  DON’T LITTER.  This is the number one reason that good collecting sites are being closed to collectors.

11. If you have children with you, keep them in your sight line at all times.  Don’t let them go exploring on their own.  Remember that at old mine sites there is the potential for collapse at old shafts and that most old shafts are water filled.  Old buildings tend to be unsafe it they are no longer being used as well

12. If you intend to leave a collecting site for any reason, notify your guide before leaving.  This way we don’t spend a few hours looking for someone we believe may be lost

13. Take drinks and lunches when appropriate.  Water is best even though you may think beer tastes better.  Working quarries and mine sites are “workplaces” and alcohol is not permitted.  A small first aid kit is nice.  At least a few band aids for any odd nicks you will likely have at some point.  Insect repellent is usually considered a necessity in the summer months.  Be aware of poison ivy, those three glossy looking leaves probably aren’t’ strawberries..! In areas with lots of wild raspberries the fellow may be collecting on the far side of the patch in the black fur coat is best avoided.  Bears like all berries.

14. Don’t smash and grab!  If you are not sure how to get a particular specimen from a rock, ask someone.  It may be that they have the experience or the proper tools or a winning combination of both and be able to help you.  Take what you need and share the rest.  Others collecting with you may not have as good luck as you are.
15. If you need to leave the exact spot you are collecting in for a few moments, leave your tools in the hole or spot etc.  This marks the area and tells others that you have not abandoned it and that you are returning to that spot.
